Summer Work/Travel

This is designed to provide foreign post-secondary students the opportunity to work and travel in the United States for a 4-month period during their summer vacations. 

The maximum duration of participation for this program shall not exceed 4 months. No extensions will be permitted.

Camp Counselor

The Camp Counselor Program facilitates the entry of foreign nationals to serve as counselors in U.S. summer camps.  

Under no circumstances shall program sponsors facilitate the entry into the United States of a participant for whom a camp placement has not been pre-arranged.

The maximum duration of participation for this program shall not exceed 4 months. No extensions will be permitted.

 

Intern

An intern is a foreign national who either:

· Is currently enrolled in and pursuing studies at a degree- or certificate-granting post-secondary academic institution outside the United States 
or
· Graduated from such an institution no more than 12 months prior to his or her exchange visitor program begin date

and who enters the United States to participate in a structured and guided work-based internship program in his or her specific academic field. 

The maximum duration of participation for this category shall not exceed 12 months. 

Specialist

This is for experts who will exhibit specialized knowledge or skills in the United States. Such exchanges are primarily non-academic and provide opportunities to increase the exchange of knowledge and ideas between American and foreign specialists.

The maximum duration of participation for this program shall not exceed 1 year. 

Student: College/University

College and University Students Participants in this category must be pursuing a full course of study at accredited post-secondary educational institutions in the United States. Academic training is permitted, if approved by the program sponsor, but study must be the primary purpose of the EV’s program in the United States. College/university students are eligible for participation when they are not substantially supported by personal funds and when they meet the funding requirements outlined in 22 CFR 62.23(c)(4).

The duration of participation for college and university students, except student interns, is unlimited, as long as they are enrolled full-time in programs that lead to a degree. If enrolled in a non-degree program the duration of participation shall not exceed 24 months, including academic training. 

Student Intern The student intern is a foreign national enrolled in and pursuing a degree at an accredited post-secondary academic institution outside the United States and is participating in a student internship program in the United States that will fulfill the educational objectives for his or her current degree program at his or her home institution. Participants in this category must meet the following five criteria:

1. In addition to satisfying the general requirements (a), the student intern must have sufficient English language skills to function on a day-to-day basis in the internship environment.

2. He or she is primarily in the United States to engage in a student internship program.

3. He or she has been accepted into a student internship program at the post-secondary accredited academic institution listed on his or her Form DS-2019.

4. The student intern is in good academic standing with the post-academic institution outside the United States from which he or she is enrolled in and pursuing a degree.

5. The student intern will return to the academic program and fulfill and obtain a degree from such academic institution after completion of the student internship program. 

The maximum duration of participation for student interns shall not exceed 12 months.

 

Student: Secondary/High School

This affords students an opportunity to study in an accredited U.S. secondary school while living with an American host family. Participants in this category must meet the following three requirements:

1. Secondary students who have not completed more than 11 years of primary and secondary schooling, excluding kindergarten, in their home country

2. At least 15 but not more than 18 1/2 years of age on the date the student will begin his or her program

3. Without previous participation as an exchange visitor for high school studies in the United States

Factors such as English language proficiency, maturity, character, and scholastic aptitude are critical.

The duration of participation for secondary students (high school students) is a minimum of 1 academic semester and a maximum of 1 academic year.

 

Teacher

This category is for individuals teaching full-time in an accredited primary or secondary educational institution. A participant in this category must satisfy all of the following:

1. Meet the qualifications for teaching in primary or secondary schools in his or her home country

2. Satisfy the standards of the U.S. state in which he or she will teach

3. Have a minimum of 3 years of teaching or related professional experience

Copies of the approval letters obtained from the State Department of Education for each state in which foreign teachers will be placed must be obtained and submitted to DoS with this application.

The maximum duration of participation for this category shall not exceed 3 years.

 

Trainee

A trainee is a foreign national who has either:

· A degree or professional certificate from a post-secondary academic institution outside the United States and at least 1 year of prior related work experience in his or her occupational field in his or her home country 
or
· Five years of work experience in his or her occupational field

and who enters the United States to participate in a structured and guided work-based training program in his or her specific occupational field.

Although training often occurs in a workplace setting, the training must be bona fide, and not merely employment. A generic training plan for each requested training occupational category and duration of training being offered must be submitted with the application for designation. Designated program sponsors are required to ensure that individualized Trainee/Internship Placement Plans (Form DS-7002) are prepared for selected trainees and forwarded to them prior to entry into the United States. Sponsors must also ensure continuous supervision and periodic evaluations are completed.

